
 

April 30 changed almost everything. 
 

The loss of Randy and Harold rocked our family, our team, our school, and our mission.  

 

May and June are a blur in my memory...I just remember being surrounded and carried 

by the body of Christ.  I cannot express how much the prayers, love, and help meant 

during those first few months. 

 

First Family Church in Ankeny and Grace Church in Des Moines came together to 

honor Randy with a memorial on May 9th.  Volunteers helped with transportation, 

lodging and meals for the T4MM missionaries and board members who came for the 

service.  Other area churches provided thousands of sandwiches. 

 

Kali's high school graduation party was on May 14th.  First Family Church sent 

volunteers to get the house and yard ready.  Hidden Acres Christian Center and family 

friends took over the planning and execution of the party.  We absolutely would 

not have been able get that together without their help.  

 

The kids and I then headed to Jamaica for the joint memorial, then on to New York for 

Harold's service. The kids' schools were very understanding and did all they could to 

help them make up the weeks of missed classwork. 

    

And then, the flurry was over and the new reality began.  The reality of amputated parts 

and gaping holes. And it is hard, but this is when I realized that April 30 changed almost 

everything, but it did not change the faithfulness of God.  He has listened to me cry and 

complain and question and worry and complain some more and He has loved me. He 

has assured me that He has good for me in the land of the living.  He has reminded me 

that His ways are not my ways, but that He is close to the broken hearted.  I do not care 

for this part of His plan, but I have been rescued by His plan in the past, and I will 

continue to trust Him that all things work together for the good of those who love Him. 
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I have the greatest kids in the world.  They have rallied together and are a big source of 

comfort and support for me.  Oldest daughter Amy and her husband Tyler accelerated 

their plans to move back to Iowa, and they have both found jobs here.  They are living 

with us at least until their house sells.  Cassi and Max have moved into their new house 

in Des Moines after a long struggle to complete the tasks that Randy was going to 

handle for them.  Kali has almost finished her first semester at University of Iowa, but 

has adjusted her plans for next semester based on her own wrestling with God 

(https://kalihentzel.wordpress.com).  She will attend the Youth With a Mission 

Discipleship Training School for 3 months and then go on a 3 month outreach (If you 

want to support her in this, check this: https://www.booster.com/kalihentzelywam2017). I 

am excited to see what God will do in and through her, and I know Randy is cheering in 

heaven.  Anna has plans to attend Iowa State next year.  She is considering what major 

could be most useful in missions.  A Bible college is no longer necessarily the best path 

to missions if your goal is to enter a country with restrictions.  TJ is in 9th grade and 

active in the high school youth group and helps with the middle school group as well. 

 

In the first few months of 2016, we had worked out a 5 year plan with TEAMs and First 

Family Church.  I was going to be US based while the kids finished high school.  Randy 

was going to divide his time between Jamaica and the US, coaching the leadership 

team of the Bible Training Centre of Jamaica and starting a Bible Training Center in 

Iowa.  I feel confident that my place is mainly here for now, as planned.  In the "blurry 

months", John Heater took over the role of monitoring the needs of the Bible Training 

Centre.  I was able to attend the office dedication in August, and I will return for the 

second class graduation in November.  I was also able to meet with some of the leaders 

while there in October.  They have expressed their desire to have a continued guiding 

presence from TEAMs.  John and I will meet with them in November to iron out what 

that will look like moving forward.  The leadership team has done an excellent job 

"carrying the baton". Although we postponed the start of a new class, all the existing 

classes are still active and going well.  Because we were on furlough, Randy had 

already transferred his teaching responsibilities to the Jamaican teachers. 

 

T4MM continues to hold the quarterly medical clinics.  Bible Club has been "kicked off", 

and Teri is praying about the best way to continue that ministry.  I am praying about 

what God would have my role be, both in Jamaica and here.  I would appreciate your 

continued prayers for all of us as we seek God's direction. 

 

Blessings, 

Sara 

 

The latest T4MM Vital Signs (at http://www.t4mm.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/10/Vitalsigns_Fall-2016.pdf) is a nice tribute to Randy and 

Harold.  
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